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Terminology

• Food Security – is ensuring that everyone in a population has access
to sufficient food to meet their dietary needs.

• Food Availability – is refers to sufficient quantities of food of
appropriate quality, supplied through domestic production or
imports, including food aid.

• Food Distribution/Food Supply Chain – is refers to the processes that
describe how food from a farm ends up on our tables. The processes
include production, processing, distribution, consumption and
disposal.
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FAO’s Views on Food Security & 

Availability



NALINI ARUMUGAM 5

Goal 2 – Zero Hunger –

pledges to end hunger, 

achieve food security, 

improve nutrition and 

promote sustainable 

agriculture



Food Insecurity Severity levels
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The concentration and distribution of food insecurity by severity
differs greatly across the regions of the world
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As the country level of income falls, the prevalence of food
insecurity increases and so does the proportion of severity food
security over the total
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POTENTIAL NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF INTERNATIONAL COMMODITY PRICE
REDUCTIONS ON FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN COMMODITY-DEPENDENT
ECONOMIES: TRANSMISSION CHANNELS
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Malaysia Paddy & Rice Sector at a Glance
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Paddy at a Glance

• Paddy is the third most widely planted crop. 

• Main season -paddy is grown without depending wholly on any irrigation system. 1st 
August to 28/29 February 

• Off Season - is the dry period and depends on an irrigation system. Between 1st Mac 
to 31st July of the year. 

• Granary Areas refer to major irrigation schemes (areas greater than 4,000 hectares) 
and recognised by the Government in the National Agricultural Policy .

• There are 8 granary areas in Malaysia: MADA, KADA, IADA KERIAN, IADA Barat Laut
Selangor, IADA P. Pinang, IADA Seberang Perak, IADA KETARA and IADA Kemasin
Semerak. 
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Paddy production by granary area, 2016 (MT and 
percentage of total domestic production)
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World Main Paddy Producers, 
2014 

Rice production, consumption, area harvested 
and yield for the Southeast Asia region, 2000 

– 2016 
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Source: Perangkaan Padi Malaysia, 
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Import of Rice by Country, 
MALAYSIA 2014 

Hectareage of Paddy Varieties for Overall 
Granary Area, Peninsular Malaysia, 2014 
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Main information of Paddy & Rice (2013-2018)
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Paddy Calendar - Planting And Harvesting Period Of Wetland Paddy 
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National Agro-Food Policy 2011-2020

General
a) To address food security and 

safety to ensure availability, 
affordability and accessibility; 

b) To ensure the 
competitiveness and 
sustainability of the agro-food 
industry; and 

c) To increase the income level 
of agropreneurs.

Paddy Industry 
a) An increase in productivity and rice 

quality;

b) An increase in automation and 
mechanisation;

c) An intensification of the use of rice by-
products;

d) An improvement in the management 
of the national rice stockpile;

e) Restructuring of the rice subsidies and 
incentives; and

f) Strengthening of the institutional 
management of paddy and rice. 
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Impact of Pandemic Covid-19
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Agriculture/Food Supply Chain

• Globalization and trade liberalization creates more interconnected
supply chain (SC).

• Goods and services have to passes through more stages before reach 
the end consumers.

• National lockdown and Movement control Order (MCO) disturb the 
functions and operations of SC. (Airport & Port)

• Staple crops, such as wheat and maize; and high-value crops such as 
fishery products, fruit and vegetables.

• Capital intensive and labour intensive 

• Transportation, logistic and Labour – SC sustainability
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Malaysia Food Supply Chain Disruption

• Complex network consists of production, processing, distribution, retailing and 
consumption.

• Early stage of MCO, media reported about panic buying and shortage (masks, 
sanitizers & groceries).

• Till to date, no report regarding food shortage.

• Heavily dependent on foreign/migrant labors.

• Affects crops, livestock and fishery sub-sectors production.

• Impact on Food availability and market price.

• Changing of Consumer Behaviour

• Some countries stop exporting to avoid domestic shortage

• Malaysia imports most of its food from China, India, Thailand, Indonesia and 
New Zealand.
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Impact on Rice Production

• Paddy planting and harvesting activities are being carried out 
smoothly 

• Government has allocated RM11.2 million under the Economic 
Stimulus Package (PRE 1) 

• RM5.4 million under the Prihatin Economic Stimulus Package 
(PRE Prihatin) to MADA to assist the agency post-COVID-19.

• Under PRE Prihatin, an allocation of RM200,000 was 
distributed to each District Farmers’ Organisation to develop 
short-term agrofood projects which benefited 1,810 MADA 
farmers
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Government Aids 
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Corrective Measurements – Better Future

• Labour shortages need to be rectified

• New variety need to be introduced 

• Stimulus package for small farmers.

• Upgrade the irrigation system

• Digitalize the agriculture marketing.

• Well designed and integrated supply chain

• Output-based subsidy

• Farmer cooperatives need to be strengthen. 

• Public-private partnership can complement each other by providing 
fruitful information.
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link for 
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